CHAPTER III

TOWARDS LIBERATION
1807-9

The Crown Prince returned home the same sworn foe of
Napoleon that he had been at the outset of the campaign, although
the Corsican had overcome even the mighty Czar. The Austrian
Minister considered that Ludwig had improved in every way.1
His appearance was more manly, his bearing courteous, and the
people were frankly delighted to see him again. A reception given
in his honour at the Schauspielhaus afforded an opportunity of
demonstrating the really touching devotion inspired by the young
prince. He was still slightly embarrassed in manner, particularly
because he missed much of what was said; but the impediment
in his speech had lessened. Considering his twenty-one years,
he showed in those difficult times an upright character and rare
candour, and he held and adhered to clearly expressed views.

It was only in society, when naturally all eyes were constantly
turned on the Crown Prince, that Ludwig still fell a little short.
Many of his utterances were surprising and embarrassed the
persons to whom they were addressed. In particular his attitude
towards the opposite sex occasionally showed a lack of deference
which betrayed the fact that he had not always frequented the
society of gentlewomen. It was also said that he was not very
generous in money matters. On the other hand, the Crown Prince
showed the greatest eagerness to acquaint himself with everything;
he had an excellent memory, learned languages eagerly and quickly,
and was able to express himself well in both French and Italian.
At times he was too hasty, as was natural at his age, but immedi-
ately afterwards he regretted it and made amends. His love for
art led him to devote the greater part of his money to this purpose.

The Prince was not at all in agreement with the policy pursued
at that time, but his respect for his father and his own natural

1 Canon Graf Friedrich Lothar von Stadion to Vienna, Munich, llth and 20th
September, 1807, and 1st February, 1808, Vienna StA.
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